Applied Behaviour Analysis (ABA) and Positive Behaviour Support (PBS) postgraduate programmes at Tizard Centre provide a Verified Course Sequence, verified by the Association for Behavior Analysis International (ABAI). Our current programmes are aligned with the most recent (5th Edition) BACB task list. This ensures a high standard of education and training in behaviour analysis that also provides the necessary academic component for certification by the Behavior Analyst Certification Board (BACB). 
In January 2020, the BACB announced that, as of 2023, they will cease to provide certification of behaviour analysts outside of the United States and Canada; a decision that will have implications for the certification of practitioners and all University ABA/PBS programmes throughout the UK (and elsewhere). 
Students who intend to reside in the US/Canada will not be impacted by this announcement. For others, we would like to clarify implications of the BACB announcement based on what is known at this time (and will provide further information as this becomes available) for students studying at Tizard: 
Students who are already studying on ABA/PBS Programmes at Tizard Centre:
Certification by the BACB will continue until 2023 and this should provide sufficient time for you to complete your studies, gain the required supervised practice hours and complete the examination process. However, you need to mindful of this 2023 deadline and ensure that you have met all requirements (such as supervised practice) in time to sit and pass the BACB examination before these changes come into effect. Those who have obtained BCBA/BCaBA certification before 2023 will be able to continue to use and refer to their certification after this date (though will be required to indicate whether the BACB is issuing certifications in the country in which they reside).
Students who are considering/applying for an ABA/PBS Programmes at Tizard Centre
We will continue to provide ABA and PBS postgraduate programmes that provide the ABAI Verified Course Sequence. Successful completion of our programmes will therefore continue to award students with an internationally recognised qualification. We do however, ask applicants who intend to reside outside of the US/Canada to be mindful of the 2023 cut off to complete supervised practice hours, examination and the application process if seeking certification by the BACB. It may be difficult, in particular, for part-time students commencing their studies in 2020, to complete BACB certification applications by the January 2023 cut-off
The ABA and PBS course team at Tizard Centre are closely involved in national discussions with all other UK university programmes offering verified course sequences and other stakeholders in the field, with regards the development of a UK certification process. For further information please see links below. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]We would add that, while the recent BACB announcement was unexpected, Tizard Centre courses will continue to provide an excellent postgraduate education in ABA/PBS that is consistent with international expectations of the academic underpinnings required for successful practice. It is likely that employers in the UK and elsewhere will continue to seek practitioners who have this or similar qualifications. We expect, therefore, that our courses will continue to recruit well and to help meet the need for competent ABA/PBS practitioners.
https://www.bacb.com/newsletter/recent-updates/
https://uk-sba.org/news/
