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C
ontents 

•
W

hat is a C
A

S
? 

•
A m

ap of the visa applicant’s journey 

•
W

hat are the possible hold-ups? 

•
D

oes the C
A

S
 team

 only deal w
ith C

A
S

-eligible 
students?
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W
hat is a C

A
S

?

•
‘C

onfirm
ation of A

cceptance for S
tudies’ 

•
16 digit code  

•
U

nique to that student, sponsor and course 

•
C

ontains a representation of the full assessm
ent 

m
ade by that sponsor 

E
.g. E

4F8H
G

0F32C
0T4
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R
efusal of E

ntry C
learance

•
Failure to m

eet the Im
m

igration rules results in a 
refusal 

•
R

efusals are held against the student and the 
sponsor 

•
R

efusals can be based on: 
•

C
redibility, finances, academ

ic ability, E
nglish 

language ability, crim
inal convictions, lack of TB

 
certificate, ATA

S
 etc. 

•
R

efusal rate has declined for K
ent in recent 

years:  
•

15/16 - 70+ refusals 
•

21/22 - 18 refusals
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The visa applicant’s journey

1.The applicant becom
es U

F 
2.C

A
S

 record is created 
3.C

A
S

 record is audited 
4.Final check 
5.P

re-C
A

S
 is sent 

6.P
re-C

A
S

 (and T&
C

s) are accepted 
7.C

A
S

 record is used to create the C
A

S
 N

um
ber 

8.A
pplicant m

akes their S
tudent visa application 

9.S
tudent arrives and registers for study

12345679 8
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The applicant becom
es U

F

•
The first stage that the C

A
S

 team
 is m

ade 
aw

are of eligible visa students 

•
W

e are not autom
atically notified of fee and visa 

status, so it is essential that applications for 
study are accurate at subm

ission 

•
W

e m
anually check through the m

ain 
application to determ

ine how
 the applicant 

m
eets the requirem

ents for a C
A

S
 in order to 

apply for a S
tudent visa

12345679 8
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C
A

S
 R

ecord is created
12345679 8
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C
A

S
 

record 

C
ourse 

details

P
assport 
D

etails

Q
ualification 

Inform
ation

E
nglish 

Language
A

pplicant 
D

etails

Funding 
S

ource P
revious 

S
tudy/Visits 
to the U

K

C
A

S
 R

ecord (P
re-C

A
S

)
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C
A

S
 R

ecord is audited
12345679 8
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•
The academ

ic review
 

•
W

hat w
as their offer based on? 

•
W

hat E
nglish Language do they hold? 

•
W

hat course have they been accepted for? D
oes that 

course have additional requirem
ents, e.g. 

ATA
S

 (A
cadem

ic Technology A
pproval S

chem
e)? 

•
The im

m
igration review

 
•

D
oes their application indicate they've been to the U

K
 

previously? 
•

A
re they a genuine student? D

o they need an IH
C

 
(Im

m
igration H

istory C
heck)? 

•
The financial review

 
•

A
re they from

 a high or low
 risk country (D

ifferential 
E

vidence List)? 
•

D
oes their application indicate financial hardship?
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Final check
12345679 8
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•
O

nce all the sections on the checklist are fully 
com

pleted, the application is assigned as “Final 
C

heck” 

•
These are then review

ed again by a second 
C

A
S

 team
 m

em
ber
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P
re-C

A
S

 is sent
12345679 8
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•
P

re-C
A

S
 is a reduced version of the C

A
S

 
R

ecord 

•
R

epresents a draft version of the C
A

S
 – very 

sim
ilar to the offer letter 

•
The actions asks the student to ‘accept’ or ‘not 
accept’ the details as being correct 

•
If the student does not accept, w

e get an 
autom

atic in-tray m
essage stating w

hat they 
believe is w

rong w
ith the details
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P
re-C

A
S

 (and T&
C

s) are accepted
12345679 8
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•
Tw

o stage acceptance:  
1.

A
ccept the pre-C

A
S

 details are correct 
2.

A
ccept the term

s and conditions of sponsorship 

•
N

o in-tray m
essage for the C

A
S

 Team
 

•
N

ot autom
atically issued a C

A
S
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C
A

S
 R

ecord is used to create the C
A

S
 N

um
ber

K
entVision

U
K

 H
om

e 
O

ffice’s 
S

ponsorship 
M

anagem
ent 

S
ystem

 
(S

M
S

)

12345679 8

C
A

S
 R

ecord

The C
A

S
 is 

created and 
paid for

C
A

S
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A
pplicant m

akes their S
tudent visa application

12345679 8
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•
S

ubm
its relevant inform

ation to H
om

e O
ffice 

•
The C

A
S

 Team
 are not perm

itted to assist or advise 
on visa application process 

•
K

ent U
nion A

dvice C
entre (advice@

kent.ac.uk) 

•
W

aits for decision 

•
W

ill either be granted entry (or LTR
) or w

ill be 
given a refusal of entry clearance
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S
tudent arrives and registers for study
12345679 8
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•
P

resents entry vignette and picks up B
R

P 

•
R

egisters w
ith police (if required) 

•
M

ay register before decision (if already in the 
U

K
)
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W
hat are the possible hold-ups?
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W
hat are the possible hold-ups?

•
Incorrect financial evidence 

•
M

issing evidence (e.g. passport and 
qualifications) 

•
Last m

inute changes to applications 

•
Lack of engagem

ent – “G
host applicants”
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D
oes the C

A
S

 team
 only deal w

ith C
A

S
 students?

•
R

equired to ensure every student has 
perm

ission to study w
ith us 

•
M

ust ensure students are covered for the full 
period of study and w

ill not require sponsorship 

•
C

om
m

only review
ed statuses include:  

•
A

rticle 26/A
sylum

/R
efugee 

•
LTR

 
•

ILR
/S

ettlem
ent 

•
W

orkers 
•

D
ependants 

•
E

U
 S

ettlem
ent S

chem
e
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Further reading
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w
w

w
.kent.ac.uk/studentim

m
igration - C

urrently being 
redesigned
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Further reading
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https://w
w

w
.gov.uk/guidance/im

m
igration-rules/appendix-

student
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