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Please see the online glossary for definitions of terms used within this document.

Note 1: Where the text states ‘School’ this should be understood to refer to ‘School’ or ’Department’ as appropriate.
Note 2: The term ‘Course of Study’ may be shortened to ‘Course’ in the text. 
Note 3: The term ‘Progression and Awards Board’ may be shortened to ‘Board’ in the text.
Note 4: The term “Credit Framework for Taught Courses of Study” may be shortened to “Credit Framework” in the text.

[bookmark: _Toc84932681][bookmark: _Toc1750887480][bookmark: _Toc1891492211][bookmark: _Toc210315489]Introduction
1.1	The Credit Framework for Taught Courses of Study applies to all taught courses leading to University of Kent awards, unless otherwise stated in the course specification. It does not apply to courses run by Medway School of Pharmacy or Kent and Medway Medical School. Research Courses are covered by the Academic Regulations for Research Degrees. Modifications apply for Apprenticeship courses – see the Quality Assurance Framework for Higher and Degree Apprenticeships.
1.2 	All University modules, even if not taken as part of a course leading to an award (e.g. Short Term Exchange Courses), are regarded as credit-bearing and are subject to the requirements of the Credit Framework. 
[bookmark: _Toc84932682][bookmark: _Toc650961397][bookmark: _Toc1791827264][bookmark: _Toc210315490]Outline of Credit Framework
2.1 To be eligible for an award, a student must take an approved course of study, obtain a specified number of credits, and meet other requirements specified for the course. Each course comprises modules, usually at different levels, and each worth a specified number of credits. To be awarded the credits for a module, the student must demonstrate, via assessment, that they have achieved the module learning outcomes. Limited credit may also be awarded where extenuating circumstances affects assessment (condonement) or where the student has demonstrated in other modules that all course learning outcomes have been met (compensation). 
2.2 Most courses are divided into stages. A student must satisfy the stated requirements for each stage of a course before being permitted to proceed to the next stage.
2.3 Many courses lead to 'classified' awards. For example, most undergraduate honours degrees are awarded with First Class, Upper Second Class, Lower Second Class or Third Class honours. Certificates and Diplomas are not ‘classified’ and may be awarded a Pass, with Merit or with Distinction.

[bookmark: _Toc84932683][bookmark: _Toc1236458864][bookmark: _Toc674667557][bookmark: _Toc210315491]Courses of Study
[bookmark: _Toc84932684][bookmark: _Toc972586241][bookmark: _Toc662845500][bookmark: _Toc210315492]3.1 Composition
  Each course comprises an approved set of modules divided into a number of stages. Each module is at a specified level, and a student is awarded a specified number of credits at that level following successful completion of the module. 
[bookmark: _Toc84932685][bookmark: _Toc1226744164][bookmark: _Toc574215971][bookmark: _Toc210315493]3.2 Credits
One credit corresponds to approximately ten hours of 'learning time' (i.e. including all taught or supervised classes and all private study and research). Obtaining 120 credits in an undergraduate academic year of 30 weeks requires 1200 hours of learning time, equivalent to 40 hours per week. For postgraduate courses including a late summer term, this will usually be 180 credits over 40 weeks and equates to 45 hours per week.
[bookmark: _Toc84932686][bookmark: _Toc238856262][bookmark: _Toc550217205][bookmark: _Toc210315494]3.3 Module 
A module is a self-contained component of a course with defined learning outcomes, teaching and learning methods and assessment requirements.  Modules are described in course and module specifications as either ‘compulsory’, ‘optional’ or ‘elective’.
Students may also study modules as ‘extracurricular’, where the credits will not count towards the final award and do not form part of the course specification. These modules will be clearly marked as non-contributory in the student record from the outset of study.
[bookmark: _Toc1232784456][bookmark: _Toc427214064][bookmark: _Toc210315495][bookmark: _Toc84932687]3.4 Compulsory Modules
 	A 'compulsory' module is essential to the course due to its integral content and learning outcomes. Students must take and pass it to stay on the course. All courses have compulsory modules that must be taken. In some courses, students must also take at least one module from a defined list of modules which deliver integral course learning outcomes (e.g. Dissertation A or Dissertation B). In some courses, students must take all modules from a designated specialism to achieve an award in the specialism. 
[bookmark: _Toc846332012][bookmark: _Toc194469371][bookmark: _Toc210315496][bookmark: _Toc84932688]3.5 Optional Modules
[bookmark: _Toc84932689]A module is designated as ‘optional’ if listed by the course-owning School as one that students can choose to take as part of their course. 
3.6 Elective Modules
A module will be designated as ‘elective’ where it is provided on an optional basis and falls outside the subject area of the student’s course. 
[bookmark: _Toc1687568838][bookmark: _Toc686287265][bookmark: _Toc210315497][bookmark: _Toc84932690]3.7 Level 
Each module must be at one, and only one of the following levels and taken at the appropriate stage:
Level 3		Foundation (UG Stage 0)
Level 4		Certificate (UG Stage 1)
Level 5		Intermediate (UG Stage 2)
Level 6		Honours (UG Stage 3)
Level 7		Master’s (PG)
Level 8		Doctoral (PG)
The level descriptors adopted by the University for these levels can be found in the Assessment Regulations Framework. In exceptional cases, where there are two modules at different levels which have the same or similar curriculum, they may share some or all of their teaching but will have different learning outcomes and assessment as appropriate to the level of the credit awarded for each module. 
[bookmark: _Toc84932691][bookmark: _Toc1553175185][bookmark: _Toc955158611][bookmark: _Toc210315498]3.8 Stage 
Most courses are divided into stages, with students meeting specific requirements at each stage to progress to the next stage or to complete their course. Undergraduate honours degrees typically consist of 120-credit stages. 
[bookmark: _Toc1250095398][bookmark: _Toc777010550][bookmark: _Toc210315499]3.9 Stage Weighting
3.9.1 The standard stage weighting for three-year undergraduate degree courses is 40% for Stage 2 and 60% for Stage 3.
3.9.2 The standard stage weighting for four-year undergraduate degree courses (i.e. integrated Master’s awards) is 20% for Stage 2, 30% for Stage 3 and 50% for Stage 4. Where a student does not complete Stage 4, the standard undergraduate stage weighting will apply to the exit award.
3.9.3 Students taking a course with a Year in Industry/Year in Professional Practice take an additional stage of study (Stage S) weighted at 10%. The remaining stages are weighted at Stage 2: 35% and Stage 3: 55%, unless otherwise stated in the course specification.
3.9.4 Students taking an undergraduate course with a Year Abroad take an additional unweighted stage of study (Stage A). Students taking a course with an intercalated year (Year In Subject) take an additional unweighted stage of study (Stage Y) at the end of their degree. Stages 2 and 3 remain with the standard undergraduate weighting of 40% for Stage 2 and 60% for Stage 3.
3.9.5 Foundation Degree stages are weighted equally for classification unless a specific differential weighting has been approved.
3.9.6 Postgraduate degrees are unweighted (degree classification is determined using the weighted average of all credits).

[bookmark: _Toc84932692][bookmark: _Toc421679314][bookmark: _Toc765444466][bookmark: _Toc210315500]Awards
Awards of qualifications are approved by Assessment Boards on behalf of Senate.
[bookmark: _Toc1473630381][bookmark: _Toc1154611371][bookmark: _Toc210315501]4.1 Minimum Credit Requirements for Awards
To be eligible for the award of a certificate, diploma or degree, students must obtain at least the minimum number of credits at the levels below and must meet any specific course requirements unless exempted through credit transfer (see Recognition of Prior Learning). Some courses require students to obtain more than the minimum number of credits specified. For example, most Honours degree courses require three years of full-time study of 360 credits, but others require four years of full-time study of modules amounting to 480 credits. 
The minimum requirements for awards by level are shown below and adhere to the Framework for Higher Education Qualifications in England, Wales and Northern Ireland (FHEQ). The Kent requirement accounts for the fact that modules are multiples of 20 credits (with exemptions for BTECs taught by collaborative partners).
	Award
	FHEQ Standard
	Kent Requirement

	Certificate of Higher Education
	120 credits with min 90 at level 4
	120 credits with min 100 at level 4 or above

	BTEC Higher National Certificate
	
	120 credits with min 90 at level 4 

	BTEC Higher National Diploma
	
	240 credits with min 90 at level 4 and 135 at level 5

	Diploma of Higher Education
	240 credits with min 90 at level 5
	240 credits with min 100 at level 5 or above

	Foundation degree
	240 credits with min 90 at level 5
	240 credits with min 100 at level 5 or above 

	Bachelor’s Degree Non-honours
	300 credits with min 60 credits at level 6
	300 credits with min 160 at level 5 or above and 60 at level 6 or above in final stage

	Bachelor’s Degree with honours (e.g. BA/BSc)
	360 credits with a minimum of 90 credits at level 6
	360 credits with min 220 at level 5 or above and 100 at level 6 or above in final stage

	Honours degree top-up
	
	120 credits with min 100 at level 6 or above (taught within the top-up)

	Integrated Master’s

	480 credits with min 120 at level 7
	480 credits min 340 at level 5 or above and 120 at level 7

	Graduate Certificate


	40 credits with min 40 at level 6
	60 credits min 40 at level 6 or above

	Graduate Diploma
	80 credits with min 80 at level 6
	120 credits min 60 at level 6 or above

	Postgraduate Certificate
	60 credits with min 40 at level 7
	60 credits min 40 at level 7

	Postgraduate Diploma
	120 credits with min 90 at level 7
	120 credits min 100 at level 7

	Taught Master’s degrees (e.g. MA/MSc/LLM/MBA/MFA)
	180 credits with min 150 at level 7
	180 credits min 160 at level 7

	Taught MPhil
	
	360 credits min 240 at level 7

	Taught/Professional Doctorate
	540 credits with min 80 at level 8
	540 credits with min 520 at level 7 or above and 360 at level 8



Integrated Masters, Graduate Certificates and Graduate Diplomas are regarded as undergraduate courses.

[bookmark: _Toc875491383][bookmark: _Toc813246815][bookmark: _Toc210315502]4.2 Dual/Multiple Award Minimum Credit Requirements
When an award is delivered through a Dual Award/Multiple Award arrangement, 50% of the standard Kent minimum credit requirements for awards must be University of Kent credits.

[bookmark: _Toc1857800887][bookmark: _Toc958601914][bookmark: _Toc210315503][bookmark: _Toc84932693]4.3 Award Titles
4.3.1 Kent categorises award titles by subject in the following permitted types:
· Single subject
· Two subject (expressed as “Subject A and Subject B”)
· Major/Minor (expressed as “Subject A with Subject B”)
· Specialism (expressed by using brackets to indicate the specialism)
The types are differentiated by the number of credits in each subject and by the relatedness of the subjects. There need not be an obvious link between the subject areas for two subjects or for major/minor courses. Specialisms, however, must involve related exploration of the main subject area, defined by specific modules and course learning outcomes. Course specifications will clearly indicate the award type as agreed at the point of course approval.  
The minimum credit requirements for awards by subject are shown below, with the naming conventions:
	Type of Award
	Minimum Classifying Credits Required per Subject
	Example

	Single Subject Hons
	180
	BSc Economics. 180 of 240 classifying credits must be in Economics.

	Single Subject Other than Hons
	100
	Certificate in Policy Studies. 100 of 120 classifying credits must be in Policy Studies.

	Two Subject Hons (Joint Honours)
	100
	BSc Economics and Politics. 100 of 240 classifying credits must be in Economics and 100 must be in Politics.

	Two Subject Other than Hons (120 credit award)
	60+60
	Postgraduate Diploma in Law and Health. 60 of 120 classifying credits must be in Law and 60 in Health.

	Two Subject Other than Hons (180 credit award)
	80+80
	MA in French and German. 80 of 180 classifying credits must be in French and 80 in German.

	Two Subject Other than Hons (240 credit award)
	100+100
	Diploma in Economics and Politics. 100 of 240 classifying credits must be in Economics and 100 must be in Politics.

	Two Subject Other than Hons (300 credit award)
	100+100
	BA (non hons) in French and German. 100 of 300 classifying credits must be in French and 100 must be in German.

	Two Subject Other than Hons (480 credit award)
	140+140
	Integrated Masters in Maths and Physics. 140 of 480 classifying credits must be in Maths and 140 must be in Physics.

	Major/Minor Hons
	140 Major, 60 Minor
	BA Politics and International Relations with Quantitative Research. 140 of 240 classifying credits must be in Politics and International Relations and 60 credits must be in Quantitative Research.

	Major/Minor Other than Hons (120 credit award)
	80 Major, 60 Minor
	Postgraduate Diploma in International Law with International Relations. 80 of 120 classifying credits must be in International Law and 60 credits must be in International Relations.

	Major/Minor Other than Hons (180 credit award)
	120 Major, 60 Minor
	MA International Relations with International Law. 120 of 180 classifying credits must be in International Relations and 60 credits must be in International Law.

	Major/Minor Other than Hons (240 credit award)
	140 Major, 60 Minor
	Diploma in Physics with Astrophysics. 140 of 240 classifying credits must be in Physics and 60 must be in Astrophysics.

	Major/Minor Other than Hons (300 credit award)
	100 Major, 60 Minor
	BSc (non hons) Psychology with Business Psychology. 100 of 300 classifying credits must be in Psychology and 60 must be in Business Psychology.

	Major/Minor Other than Hons (480 credit award)
	220 Major, 100 Minor
	Integrated Masters in Physics with Astrophysics. 220 of 480 classifying credits must be in Physics and 100 must be in Astrophysics.

	Specialism Hons
	60
	BSc Computer Science (Artificial Intelligence). 60 of 240 classifying credits must be in Artificial Intelligence.

	Specialism Other than Hons (120 credit award)
	40
	Law (Criminal Justice) Postgraduate Diploma. 40 of 120 classifying credits must be in Criminal Justice.


	Specialism Other than Hons (180 credit award)
	60
	Law (Human Rights Law) Postgraduate Taught Masters LLM. 60 of 180 classifying credits must be in Human Rights.

	Specialism Other than Hons (240 credit award)
	60
	Diploma of Higher Education

	Specialism Other than Hons (300 credit award)
	60
	BSc Politics and International Relations (Quantitative Research) non-honours degree. 60 of 300 credits must be in Quantitative Research.

	Specialism Other than Hons (480 credit award)
	80
	Integrated Masters



4.3.2 Once a student receives an award, the qualification or course title cannot be changed, except in cases of recording errors.

[bookmark: _Toc474347231][bookmark: _Toc1262854616][bookmark: _Toc210315504]Classification of Qualifications
[bookmark: _Toc1522334365][bookmark: _Toc1031762626][bookmark: _Toc210315505]5.1 Classification and Award Names
Students who successfully complete an Honours degree course will be awarded a degree with First Class, Upper Second Class, Lower Second Class or Third Class honours. Students who successfully complete a course leading to the award of a Certificate or Diploma may be awarded a Certificate or a Diploma with Pass, Merit or with Distinction. Students who successfully complete a course leading to the award of a Foundation degree or Master’s degree may be awarded the degree with Pass, Merit or with Distinction. 

[bookmark: _Toc355249686][bookmark: _Toc2038227929][bookmark: _Toc210315506]5.2 Classification of Honours Degrees 
5.2.1 For Honours degree courses, only marks from Stages 2, 3, and, if applicable, Stages S and 4 will count towards the award classification. Marks from the first year (Stage 1) and any foundation year, year abroad or intercalated year will not be included in the Honours classification. For all other courses, marks at all stages of study will count towards classification.
5.2.2 Taught courses at both undergraduate and postgraduate taught level will normally be classified by both the ‘average’ and the ‘preponderance’ methods, with students awarded the best result. 
         
[bookmark: _Toc507774488][bookmark: _Toc1784055019][bookmark: _Toc210315507]5.3 Weighted Average Mark
The final mark for classification purposes is calculated by applying weightings to the average marks achieved for each relevant stage of the course. This mark is used for classification under both the average and preponderance methods of classification. The final overall course mark for classification is calculated and displayed to two decimal places.

[bookmark: _Toc212877460][bookmark: _Toc463810344][bookmark: _Toc210315508]5.4 ‘Average’ Method of Classification 
Honours degree classifications are based on the rounded weighted average mark, calculated to two decimal places, using agreed module weightings from Stages 2, 3 and, where relevant, Stage 4 of the course. Classification boundaries are as follows:
First Class Honours		  70 and above 
Upper Second Class Honours	  60 – 69.49 
Lower Second Class Honours	  50 – 59.49 
Third Class Honours		  40 – 49.49 

If the final weighted average mark is within 0.5% of the next higher classification (e.g., 39.50-39.99, 49.50-49.99, 59.50-59.99, or 69.50-69.99), it will be rounded up to the next whole number.

[bookmark: _Toc500117157][bookmark: _Toc1047827574][bookmark: _Toc210315509]5.5 ‘Preponderance’ Method of Classification 
Honours degree classifications are based on: 
· Achieving the required number of credits in that class or above AND  
· Reaching the required weighted average mark for the classifying modules 

For degrees with 240 contributing credits: 
	Class 
	Number of Credits in class or above 
	Average mark over all  modules contributing to the classification

	First Class 
	120 
	67 

	  Upper Second    Class 
	120 
	57 

	Lower Second Class 
	120 
	47 

	Third Class 
	240
	Not Applicable 


(e.g. for a First class degree, a student taking a 3 year standard undergraduate course must achieve a minimum average mark of 67 across stages 2 and 3 with at least 120 credits in the first class range, i.e. a mark of 70 or above)

For degrees with 260 contributing credits (Honours degree with a Year in Industry/Professional Placement): 
	Class 
	Number of Credits in class or above 
	Average mark over all  modules contributing to the classification

	First Class 
	140 
	67 

	Upper Second Class 
	140 
	57 

	Lower Second Class 
	140 
	47 

	Third Class 
	260
	Not Applicable


(e.g. for an Upper Second Class degree, a student taking a 4 year undergraduate course with Placement must achieve a minimum average mark of 57 across stages 2, S and 3 with at least 140 credits in the upper second class range, i.e. a mark of 60 or above)

For degrees with 360 contributing credits: 
	Class 
	Number of Credits in class or above 
	Average mark over all contributing module 

	First Class 
	180 
	67 

	Upper Second Class 
	180 
	57 

	Lower Second Class 
	180 
	47 

	Third Class 
	360 
	Not Applicable 



(e.g. for a Lower Second Class degree, a student taking a 4 year Integrated Masters course must achieve a minimum average mark of 47 across stages 2, 3 and 4 with at least 180 credits in the lower second class range, i.e. a mark of 50 or above).


[bookmark: _Toc1846218010][bookmark: _Toc1299805360][bookmark: _Toc210315510]5.6   General Classification Requirements
5.6.1 Where a student fails to pass the Year in Industry/Year in Professional Practice, the student is required to recover the failed credits as per the module specification. The student might alternatively change to the standard course without a reference to the ‘Year in Industry/Year in Professional Practice’ in the award title. 
5.6.2 The volume of credit for a year abroad as part of an approved undergraduate course is 120 credits at level 5. The year abroad is unweighted and consists of a single pass/fail module. The conventions governing the award of credit for periods of study abroad are set out in Procedures for Periods of Study Abroad.
5.6.3 Intercalated years (e.g. foundation years or a Year In Subject) will contribute to the overall award title and volume of credit but marks will not count towards the final classification. 
 5.6.4 While modules taken on a pass/fail basis contribute towards the volume of credit required for an award, they will not count when calculating overall average marks for the stage and for classification.
5.6.5 It may be appropriate for courses validated at other institutions by the University to operate alternative marking and classification schemes. This will require approval by the Education and Academic Standards Committee (EASC). The decision will be recorded in the course approval documentation. 
5.6.6 If a student is exempt from part of a course through credit transfer, the marks from prior learning will not count toward their Honours classification or Merit/Distinction classification, unless specified in an inter-institutional agreement.

[bookmark: _Toc115674330][bookmark: _Toc971468770][bookmark: _Toc210315511]5.7 Interim and Incremental Awards
The University does not award interim qualifications. For example, a student who is taking a course leading to an Honours degree will not automatically be awarded a Certificate when the credits required for a Certificate have been obtained. However, where courses allow for ‘incremental registration’ a successful student will pick up each award in turn. The classification of these awards will be managed as follows:
(i) Undergraduate courses: where students register on an incremental course basis (Certificate > Diploma > Degree) they should normally be classified for their degree over two 'stages' (diploma and degree). 
Note: This regulation does not apply to students entering the University for the final stage of a degree course from another institution, or to students taking 'top-up' degrees, or students progressing into the final stage of a degree course from either a HND or Foundation Degree (i.e. the marks obtained at another institution or in the final stage of either a FD or a HNC/HND cannot be factored into a calculation of degree classification).
(ii) Postgraduate courses: where students are permitted to register on an incremental course basis (PG Certificate > PG Diploma > Master’s Degree, or PG Diploma > Master’s Degree) they should normally be classified for their award on the following basis:
· PG Certificate – students to be classified on the performance on the PG Certificate.
· PG Diploma – classification will be made on the performance across both the PG Certificate and PG Diploma. 
· Master’s – award to be made on either student performance across the PG Certificate, the PG Diploma and the Master’s ‘stages’; or, where the PG Diploma consists of a single 120 credit stage, on the performance on the PG Diploma and the Master’s together. 
 
[bookmark: _Toc1832154257][bookmark: _Toc420893457][bookmark: _Toc210315512]Progression
[bookmark: _Toc982077672][bookmark: _Toc737607700][bookmark: _Toc210315513]6.1 Progression Requirements
To progress to the next stage, students are required to achieve 100% of the credits for the current stage, except where trailing is granted (see 6.10 below) .
[bookmark: _Toc1241432429][bookmark: _Toc436993570][bookmark: _Toc210315514]6.2 Additional Progression Requirements
Boards may apply additional requirements for progression (such as a minimum stage pass mark) provided that:
· this involves progression into a stage composed predominantly of modules of a higher level
· the additional requirements are outlined in an approved course specification 
· students who do not meet the additional progression criteria either have an alternative progression route onto another course or receive an appropriate exit award

[bookmark: _Toc84932704][bookmark: _Toc1309260249][bookmark: _Toc952847024][bookmark: _Toc210315515]6.3 Successful Completion of a Module
6.3.1 For all modules at levels 3 to 6, the pass mark is 40%. For all level 7 modules the pass mark is 50%. For modules marked on a Fail/Pass/Merit/Distinction, the grade boundaries are as follows:

	Fail
	0-39

	Pass
	40-59

	Merit
	60-69

	Distinction
	70+


6.3.2 Students achieve credits for a module by passing assessments that demonstrate achievement of its learning outcomes. Assessment methods vary, but achieving the module's pass mark confirms the outcomes are met except where specific assessments must also be passed. Module specifications will state if the pass mark must be achieved overall and/or in specific elements of assessment. Unless stated otherwise, individual assessments are passed at the same level as the overall module (e.g. 40% for UG and 50% for PG). 
6.3.3 Where a module learning outcome is tested through a single component of assessment, that assessment becomes pass-compulsory  i.e. students must pass that specific assessment in addition to achieving the module’s overall pass mark. If a student fails a pass-compulsory component but achieves an overall module mark above the pass mark, the module mark will be recorded as one point below the pass mark (e.g., 39% if the pass mark is 40%).
6.3.4 In certain modules, assessment may be on a Pass/Fail or a Fail/Pass/Merit/Distinction basis and numerical marks will not be awarded. 
6.3.5 A component of assessment that is marked on a pass/fail basis should only be treated as pass-compulsory where the assessment tests a unique module learning outcome for that module. 
6.3.6 Modules with failed pass-compulsory components may be compensated or condoned if the student has already demonstrated the relevant course learning outcome in the same or an earlier stage of the course, unless the module is marked as non-compensatable or non-condonable in the course specification. Where modules with pass-compulsory elements do not contribute to the course learning outcomes (e.g. optional modules), they may be compensated or condoned as per 6.11.1 and 6.11.2.
6.3.7 Where modules are marked on a Pass/Fail or a Fail/Pass/Merit/Distinction basis (other than for BTEC Higher Nationals), the following applies:
 
i) Courses graded in this way need not result in a classified award.

ii) Where classification is permitted:
‘with Merit’: a mark of merit or above for more than 50% of the credits obtained in the modules contributing to classification
‘with Distinction’: mark of distinction for more than 50% of the credits obtained in the modules contributing to classification and no module marks of ‘pass’ 
iii) Failed modules passed on a second or third attempt will be awarded a mark of ‘pass’ except where the resit/repeat attempt was taken on an unpenalised basis on grounds of mitigation.
iv) Honours degrees cannot be classified by this method.

[bookmark: _Toc210315516]6.4 Rounding and Display of Module Marks
6.4.1 Each assessment in a module makes an unrounded weighted contribution to the final module mark;
6.4.2 The final module mark will be rounded to the nearest whole number.
6.4.3 The final module mark contributes to the overall course average for classification purposes, in line with the weighting allocated to the module and to the stage.
6.4.4 If a pass-compulsory assessment is failed, or a group of assessments that must be passed collectively are failed, the module is failed.  The final module mark will be capped one mark below the pass mark and will not be rounded any further.

[bookmark: _Toc203363870][bookmark: _Toc512364478][bookmark: _Toc210315517]6.5 Failure of a course of study
Where a student fails to meet the requirements for their intended award, the Board may permit the student to retrieve failed credits (as per 6.5), transfer to an alternative course or offer an alternative exit award, where applicable.

[bookmark: _Toc1402693366][bookmark: _Toc1496062157][bookmark: _Toc210315518]6.6 Failure of a module and retrieving credit 
When a student has not completed a stage of a course, the Board will recommend whether the student may continue with their studies. The Board may use any of the following actions:
· Reassessment of written/practical/exam assessments
· Repeating credits in their entirety
· No further opportunity
· Trailing credit
· Awarding failed credits

[bookmark: _Toc210315519]6.7 Reassessment
6.7.1	Two reassessment opportunities per module will be normally permitted. Students therefore have 3 attempts in total to pass each module (or any replacement modules).
6.7.2	Where extenuating circumstances are accepted for mitigation, reassessment may be granted ‘as for the first time.’ This resets the number of attempts back to one. Where mitigation is accepted but a previous attempt has been penalised, the maximum module mark will remain as the pass mark. However, the attempt opportunity will not count towards the total 3 attempts, giving an additional opportunity for reassessment. This is known as ‘as for the second time.’  

6.7.3	The maximum module mark possible via reassessment is the module pass mark, unless mitigation applies. Where mitigation is agreed by the Board, the reassessment will be for unpenalised marks. 

6.7.4	 Where a module is failed on more than one occasion, the final module mark will show as the best module mark from any of the attempts.

6.7.5 Reassessment takes place by the method set out on the module specification i.e., by either like-for-like or single instrument reassessment. 

6.7.6 Like-for-like reassessment requires the student to retake only the failed assessment elements. This can be done individually for each assessment or through a composite (combined) reassessment covering failed elements. Marks for elements already passed are carried forward. The reassessment type should match the original assessment type, ensuring that all module learning outcomes are met.

6.7.7	Composite reassessment can only be used to combine failed written and/or practical assessments into a single reassessment where it would be impractical to restage the individual assessments. It cannot incorporate a failed examination, and the reassessment type cannot be an examination (because this can be easily restaged).
 
6.7.7 Single Instrument reassessment consists of a single piece of work, and the mark for this will replace the marks for all earlier elements of assessment, becoming the final mark for the module. The reassessment type should closely match the highest weighted original assessment type, ensuring that all module learning outcomes are met. 

6.7.8 Assessments which cannot be easily reassessed, such as live performance, should be replaced with assessments testing the same learning outcomes, unless alternative assessments are explicitly disallowed for accreditation reasons. If this is the case, it must be indicated in the module specification.
 
6.7.9 The Board may agree alternative reassessment methods for students to meet Inclusive Learning Plan adjustments, as necessary. 

6.7.10	In some cases, students can only retrieve credit by repeating the entire module. This is indicated in the module specification. Where a module cannot be reassessed or repeated, the Board may permit the student to take a different module if permitted in the course specification, or to transfer to a related course.

6.7.11	Students awarded a reassessment opportunity may elect instead to repeat the failed credits in attendance. The repeated credits must be successfully completed before passing to the next stage of the course.

6.7.12 Students cannot choose to be reassessed on a different module but may repeat an alternative module subject to meeting the requirements of their course.

6.7.13 If a student fails to achieve at least half the credits needed to progress, they must repeat the credits in attendance in the next academic year, instead of taking reassessments at the next opportunity. If the student cannot repeat the modules, they may be allowed to be reassessed (without attendance) in the next academic year. This decision is based on academic judgement and cannot be appealed.

[bookmark: _Toc985827118][bookmark: _Toc1189480625][bookmark: _Toc210315520]6.8 Repeating
6.8.1	Students can repeat failed modules in attendance, attending all scheduled events and undertaking all elements of assessment. Marks for the repeat opportunity replace those from the original attempt (no marks will be carried forward). 

6.8.2	Students may opt to repeat different modules providing that course learning outcomes are met (e.g. an optional module may be changed for another optional module). 

6.8.3 The maximum module mark possible via repeat will be the module pass mark, unless mitigation applies. Where mitigation is agreed by the Board, the repeat opportunity will be for unpenalised marks. This also applies to any replacement modules taken as per 6.8.2.

6.8.4 Students may opt to be reassessed in some modules and repeat others in attendance. This must be confirmed before the start of teaching.

[bookmark: _Toc1935852756][bookmark: _Toc396514314][bookmark: _Toc210315521]6.9 No Further Opportunity
Where a student has unsuccessfully attempted a module (or a replacement module) for the maximum number of attempts, the Board will deem there to be no further opportunity and the student will be withdrawn from their course.

[bookmark: _Toc609397660][bookmark: _Toc268158715][bookmark: _Toc210315522]6.10 Trailing Credit
6.10.1 Students may be permitted to progress to the next stage carrying failed modules from the previous stage. These credits must be retrieved alongside the assessments of the next stage, known as trailing credit. Some modules are not permitted to be trailed: these will be clearly stated in the course specification. 
6.10.2 	For a 120 credit stage, no more than 20 credits may be trailed. However, where the subsequent stage is a dissertation module (postgraduate courses) up to 60 credits may be trailed.
 	For a 180 credit stage, no more than 60 credits may be trailed. No credits can be trailed for stages of less than 120 credits.
6.10.3 Trailed credit can either be retrieved by reassessment, or by repeating the failed credits in attendance.

6.10.4 Where a student trails credit and again fails the credits, the credit may not be trailed to the next stage of the course e.g. a student will not be permitted to progress to Stage 3 of a course unless they have obtained all Stage 1 credits and met the minimum progression requirements in Stage 2.

6.10.5 Trailing is a decision of the Board and cannot be granted on request.

[bookmark: _Toc210315523]6.11 Board Options for Awarding Failed Credits
[bookmark: _Toc210315524]6.11.1 Compensation
If a student fails a module but is within 10 percentage points of the pass mark (30%-39% for modules at levels 3 to 6; 40-49% for modules at level 7) the Board may award credits for the module. This is limited to 20 credits per stage of the course and requires evidence that the course learning outcomes have been met. Compensation cannot be applied to 60 credit stages e.g. Postgraduate Certificates.
Marks will not be changed, but transcripts will show which credits were awarded through compensation. For progression and award classification, the pass mark (40% for undergraduate and 50% for postgraduate will be used in calculations. Some modules may be designated as not eligible for compensation in the course specifications. Note that compensation is not a measure of mitigation.
[bookmark: _Toc210315525]6.11.2 Condonement
If a student fails a module due to extenuating circumstances, the Board may allow the failure to be condoned and award credits for the module, even if assessments have not been submitted or passed. This is limited to 20 credits per stage of the course and subject to meeting the requirements of the Mitigation of Extenuating Circumstances Policy. Condonement cannot be applied to 60 credit stages e.g. Postgraduate Certificates.
Marks for the affected modules will not be adjusted, but transcripts will note which credits were granted via condonement. When calculating the final award classification, marks for condoned modules will be excluded. Some modules may be designated as not eligible for condonement in the course specification.
[bookmark: _Toc210315526]6.11.3 Disregard
If a student fails a module due to extenuating circumstances, the Mitigation Committee may allow some failed assessments of the module to be disregarded, resulting in an overall pass to the module. The maximum amount of failed credit that can be disregarded is one-third of the stage and is subject to the Mitigation of Extenuating Circumstances Policy requirements:
· 120 credit stage disregarding is limited to 40 failed credits
· 180 credit stage disregarding is limited to 60 failed credits
·   60 credit stage disregarding is limited to 20 failed credits 
 
The learning outcomes for the module must have been met by the passed assessments and the adjusted marks must represent the students’ overall achievement on the module. If a pass-compulsory element of assessment is failed, this can be disregarded if the student has already demonstrated the relevant learning outcome in the same or an earlier stage of the course. Disregarding can be used on passed modules with no maximum credit limit, providing the Mitigation of Extenuating Circumstances Policy requirements are met. 
[bookmark: _Toc545549740][bookmark: _Toc1859229443][bookmark: _Toc210315527]6.12 Application and Combined Use of Disregarding, Condonement, Compensation and Trailing 
6.12.1 Where a student fails credits and extenuating circumstances apply, disregards should always be applied first by the Board before any other action. This may allow modules to be passed and then allow further actions to be taken. 
6.12.2 For a 120 credit stage, no more than 60 credits of failed credit can be adjusted in total. Within this, a maximum of 20 credits each can be compensated or condoned or trailed (unless progressing to a dissertation when up to 60 credits can be trailed). Up to 40 failed credits may be disregarded. 
6.12.3 For a 180 credit stage, no more than 80 credits of failed credit can be adjusted in total. Within this, a maximum of 20 credits each can be compensated or condoned or trailed (unless progressing to a dissertation when up to 60 credits can be trailed). Up to 60 failed credits may be disregarded.
6.12.4 For a 60 credit stage no credits may be compensated or condoned or trailed but 20 failed credits may be disregarded.

Summary tables:
60 credit stage
	Adjustment Type
	Maximum Credits Allowed

	Maximum cumulative failed credit that can be adjusted or awarded
	Up to 20 credits

	Maximum credits that can be compensated
OR
	0 credits

	Maximum credits that can be condoned
OR
	0 credits

	Maximum credits that can be trailed to the next stage
	0 credits 

	Maximum credits that can be disregarded
	Up to 20 credits



120 credit stage
	Adjustment Type
	Maximum Credits Allowed

	Maximum cumulative failed credit that can be adjusted or awarded
	60 credits

	Maximum credits that can be compensated
OR
	20 credits

	Maximum credits that can be condoned
OR
	20 credits

	Maximum credits that can be trailed to the next stage
	20 credits (normally)
Up to 60 credits (if progressing to dissertation module)

	Maximum credits that can be disregarded
	40 credits



180 credit stage
	Adjustment Type
	Maximum Credits Allowed

	Maximum cumulative failed credit that can be adjusted or awarded
	80 credits

	Maximum credits that can be compensated
OR
	20 credits

	Maximum credits that can be condoned
OR
	20 credits

	Maximum credits that can be trailed to the next stage
	20 credits (normally)
Up to 60 credits (if progressing to dissertation module)

	Maximum credits that can be disregarded
	60 credits




[bookmark: _Toc536686133][bookmark: _Toc118702988][bookmark: _Toc210315528]6.13 Reassessment of Passed Modules
Students may not reattempt passed modules except where mitigation applies as per 6.14.

[bookmark: _Toc1121649593][bookmark: _Toc2056712231][bookmark: _Toc210315529]6.14 Reassessment on Pass
6.14.1	Where mitigation is agreed and a module has been passed, the Board may grant an unpenalised reassessment. The final marks achieved for the affected modules must be significantly out of line with the final marks achieved for the student’s unaffected modules. This is known as reassessment on pass.
6.14.2 ‘Significantly out of line’ is where the final module mark(s) fall in a range that is at least two classification bands below the student’s mean average level of achievement from those modules in the Stage that were unaffected by extenuating circumstances.
6.14.3 	Students may opt to take up the reassessment opportunity, or they may accept the pass mark already received. Reassessment opportunities will normally take place in the summer before the next academic year.
6.14.4 	Where a student elects to take up the reassessment on pass opportunity, the mark achieved at the original attempt will be overwritten by the reassessment attempt. Students will not be given the opportunity to choose between the better of the marks achieved. The mark achieved at the most recent attempt will stand, even where this results in the failure of the module(s) concerned.
6.14.5 	Where student performance has been significantly affected (as per section 6.13.2) but they pass affected modules accounting for 50% or more of the credit required for the stage, students may opt to repeat these modules in attendance as if for the first time in the following academic year. Where students opt to repeat, they may not progress to the next stage of study until the repeated modules have been successfully passed.  

[bookmark: _Toc84932721][bookmark: _Toc1324015545][bookmark: _Toc666147086][bookmark: _Toc210315530]Alternative Exit Awards
7.1 A student who successfully completes part of a course but who does not complete the whole course, is entitled to receive an alternative exit award from the relevant Board provided they meet the minimum credit requirements.
7.2 Available awards are indicated in the table below. Course specifications will detail any additional requirements and the specific titles of each award by subject.
	Course
	Minimum Number of Credits Required
	Named Alternative Exit Award

	Honours Degree (BA/BSc)
	120
	Certificate

	
	240
	Diploma

	
	300
	Non-Honours Degree

	Diploma of Higher Education
	120
	Certificate

	Higher National Diploma
	120
	Higher National Certificate

	Foundation Degree
	120
	Certificate

	Integrated Master’s Degree
	120
	Certificate

	Graduate Diploma
	60
	Graduate Certificate

	Master’s Degree (MA/MSc/LLM/MBA)
	60
	Postgraduate Certificate

	
	120
	Postgraduate Diploma

	Postgraduate Diploma
	60
	Postgraduate Certificate



7.3 Where students do not meet the minimum requirement for the award but modules are passed, a transcript will be issued showing the credits awarded.

[bookmark: _Toc1317923549][bookmark: _Toc1976948797][bookmark: _Toc210315531]Credit Equivalence and Transfer
[bookmark: _Toc520980541][bookmark: _Toc199006896][bookmark: _Toc210315532]8.1 European Credit Transfer System (ECTS)
The University recognises the European Credit Transfer System (ECTS) as a means of measuring and comparing learning achievements abroad. ECTS is based on the principle that 60 ECTS credits are equivalent to the learning outcomes and associated workload of a typical full-time academic year of formal learning. In everyday practice, two credits awarded by a UK higher education institution such as the University of Kent are equivalent to one ECTS credit. Also refer to Kent’s Statement of Compatibility with the European Higher Education Area.
[bookmark: _Toc84932722][bookmark: _Toc901773253][bookmark: _Toc618389437][bookmark: _Toc210315533]8.2 Recognition of Prior Learning and Credit Transfer
The arrangements for the Recognition of Prior Learning are set out in the Recognition of Prior Learning policy.
[bookmark: _Toc84932727][bookmark: _Toc210315534][bookmark: _Toc1180812417][bookmark: _Toc901713842]8.3 ‘Spent’ Credit 	
Students may not achieve multiple awards with the same credits except where courses are incremental. Applications for the reuse of credit should be made in accordance with the Recognition of Prior Learning policy. 
[bookmark: _Toc730004156][bookmark: _Toc196432450][bookmark: _Toc210315535]Time Limits 
[bookmark: _Toc2086574730][bookmark: _Toc962775269][bookmark: _Toc210315536]9.1 Courses 
To remain eligible for an award, students must complete their course within set time limits, that include any periods of intermission or repeated study. Course specifications specify the period over which the course is completed. 
	Award
	Minimum Duration
	Maximum Duration

	Undergraduate Certificate or Diploma
	1 year
	6 years

	Foundation Degree
	2 years
	6 years

	Non-Honours Bachelor’s Degree
	3 years
	8 years

	Bachelor’s Degree with Honours
	3 years
	8 years

	Graduate Certificate
	6 months
	4 years

	 Graduate Diploma
	1 year
	4 years

	Extended Master’s Degree  
	4 years
	8 years

	Postgraduate Certificate
	6 months
	4 years

	Postgraduate Diploma
	1 year
	6 years

	Master’s Degrees
	12 months
	6 years



 Periods of serious disruption to course delivery due to Force Majeure events (extraordinary events or circumstances beyond control, such as a war, riot, crime, epidemic) do not count toward the maximum study period for completing an award. 

[bookmark: _Toc1047806581][bookmark: _Toc869938226][bookmark: _Toc210315537]9.2 Modules
9.2.1 Credits awarded for successful completion of a module will remain eligible to contribute towards an award up to a maximum of eight years from the date the credits are awarded.
9.2.2 Students may change their module choices only during the first two weeks of the term that the module is being taught. Changes can only be made where spaces allow and provided that subject requirements are still being met.

[bookmark: _Toc84932744][bookmark: _Toc1548460771][bookmark: _Toc2113237809][bookmark: _Toc210315538]Special Dispensation
10.1 EASC is authorised to approve exceptions for individual students to the requirements of the Credit Framework under special circumstances provided it is satisfied that there is good reason to do so. Such special circumstances would encompass extreme events beyond the control of the student concerned and which caused severe difficulty. Requests must be submitted to QAEO.
10.2 Where the request is for a deviation from the course specification for a specific student, but it does not require an exemption from the Credit Framework, the request can be considered and approved/not approved by the relevant School Director of Education. A record must be kept of the consideration and outcome of all such requests and submitted to EASC via QAEO.
10.3	Deviations from the Credit Framework for a course or module for entire cohorts (such as PSRB requirements to change classification weightings or methods) should be considered by EASC and reflected in the relevant course and module specifications to be approved at the Course Approval Sub Committee.

[bookmark: _Toc84932748][bookmark: _Toc1054825857][bookmark: _Toc1397944425][bookmark: _Toc210315539]Posthumous Awards
11.1	Where a student has died before completion of their course, the Board may recommend a posthumous award if it is satisfied that that the evidence indicates that the award would have been passed. The recommendation will be made to EASC, who will consider the matter on behalf of the Board and report back to it on the outcome, via QAEO. 
11.2	If any regulations or credit conventions require exceptions to confirm the recommendation, the Chair may decide if granting them is appropriate for the case. Any use of this power will be reported to the EASC, usually at its next meeting.
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